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a better place… 

  to grow up... 

   get on... 

    grow old... 



Let’s get started... 

The Leicestershire Labour 

Group currently  

represent six divisions 

across Leicestershire and 

more than one in five 

voters.  

Inside we set out what 

your County Council does 

for you in your 

community.  

We show you how your 

Labour Councillors have 

made things better. 

We also explain where 

things could improve and 

what, with more Labour 

Councillors, you could 

achieve. 

If you want to see a 

greener, fairer and more 

prosperous County, there 

are reasons to vote 

Labour this year.  

 

 

 

 Dr Terri Eynon, Labour Group Leader 

 

Betty Newton, Deputy Group Leader 

Max Hunt, Environment Lead 

Amanda Hack, Health  Lead 

Jewel Miah, Social Care Lead 

Sean Sheahan, Children’s  Lead 



Greener, cleaner 

Kinder, safer 

Sound prospects 

Climate Change 

Air Quality & Flooding 

Sustainable, Affordable Transport 

Healthy  Lives 

Giving Help, Getting On 

Young People, Our Future 

Connected Citizens 

Pride in our Heritage 

Picking  up the Bill 



Climate Change 
The Climate Emergency is upon us. The seasons are out of 

kilter, wildlife is suffering, farmland and homes are flooding. 

Responsible for Roads, Mineral Extraction and Waste Disposal your 

Council is key to tackling Climate Change.  

In May 2019 the Labour Group Environment Lead Cllr Max Hunt asked 

all Councillors to support our cross-party motion to declare a Climate 

Emergency in Leicestershire.  

The County Council is now working to become carbon-neutral by 2030 and 

Labour Councillors receive regular progress reports.  

In December 2019 the Labour Group asked all Councillors to support 
our cross-party motion and set challenging but achievable targets on 
tree planting and reforestation. 

The County Council is now working with partner organisations to increase 

tree-cover across Leicestershire. Labour Councillors will be monitoring 

progress. 

By declaring a Climate Emergency, we have given ourselves the chance to 

change the way the Council works. We must not miss this chance. 
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What needs to be better? 

Too many new housing estates are being built far 

from employment and retail centres with limited 

access to public transport. 

Some developers, and even some Councils, are 

proposing to build on precious Local Wildlife 

Sites. 

A joined-up planning system would locate new 

homes in the right place and enable better 

transport choices through new cycle and 

walkways. 

The County Council must work with the 

District Planning Authorities to make homes 

and communities more efficient in the move 

to net-zero carbon. 

An environment literacy programme would 

develop better public understanding of waste 

collection, recycling, carbon-reduction and the 

environment. 

Trust us with your vote and Labour Councillors will work to 

make Leicestershire a greener place to grow up and get to 

work in. 

We want to see: 

A net-zero Carbon target for the whole of Leicestershire, not 

just County Hall. 

Improved Re-use and Recycling to minimise waste going to landfill 

through a carbon literacy programme. 

A clear policy on re-wilding, working with the National Forest 

Company and Leicestershire Wildlife Trust to expand our wild 

and wooded places. 

No more incinerator plants, fracking or new activities that depend on 

fossil fuel. 



Air Quality & Flooding 
Who is responsible for improving Air Quality and managing Flooding? 

It is complicated... 

New developments across the County are 

leading to increased flooding. In some parts of Leicestershire dirty air 

is leading to shortened lives and ill-health.  

Your Labour Councillors asked for a Scrutiny Panel to review the 

way different agencies manage flooding. Cllr Sean Sheahan sits 

on this Panel which will report in early 2021. 

Your Labour Councillors are supporting calls from the Director of Pub-

lic Health for a joined up, strategic approach to managing Air Quality 

across Leicestershire. 

The Director of Public Health, who sits at 

County Hall, measures the deaths and 

illnesses caused by poor Air Quality. 

The main sources of Air Pollution are 

roads, quarries and airports. 

The District and Borough Councils are 

responsible for measuring Air Quality. 

They are also responsible for planning 

where to site houses and employment. 

Quarries and airports measure their 

impact on Air Quality and report to other 

authorities. 

The County Council is the Lead Local 

Flood Agency and co-ordinates the 

response to flooding problems.  

It is also responsible for flooding due 

to  problems with surface water 

drainage.  

Floods due to blocked gullies are the 

responsibility of County Highways.  

If the flood relates to sewers, it is up to 

Severn Trent to sort it out.  

If the flood is due to a watercourse 

crossing someone’s land, it is up to the 

owner to fix the problem.  

The District and Borough Councils are the Planning 

Authority and decide where the houses go. Severn 

Trent are obliged to connect developments to the 

water supply and sewage system. 
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What needs to be better? 

The main causes of dirty air are nitrogen dioxide 
from car exhaust and particles of dirt in the air.  

Thousands of houses are being built in parts of 
Leicestershire, near airports, major roads and 

quarries, where the smallest and most 

dangerous particles of dirt (PM2.5) can lead to 
poor health and early death. But no one agency 

is actually responsible for measuring them.  

Modern housing estates, with modern drainage 

that separates surface water from foul sewage, 

are being connected up to Victorian systems that 
simply cannot cope. Heavy rain can overwhelm 

old systems causing foul sewage to back up and 

flood people’s homes. 

The Conservative National Planning Policy 

Framework puts profits before people. In the 
meantime Leicestershire needs a joined-up 

approach to managing Air Quality and Flooding. 

Trust us with your vote and Labour Councillors will work to 

make Leicestershire a good place to grow up and grow old in. 

We want to see: 

‘Health in All Policies’ become a Council priority so that Public 

Health is consulted on all new developments, both business 

and residential. 

A proactive approach to the monitoring and management of dirty 

air (PM2.5s) near sites at risk of road pollution or industrial activi-

ty . 

A joined-up strategy, with Severn Trent and our District and 

Borough Councils, so we deal with the causes of flooding and 

make better planning decisions.  

 



Sustainable, Affordable Transport 

The roads that get you to work and the footpaths you walk for pleasure, 

County Highways is responsible for major road projects and minor 

street scene improvements.  

Most bus services in Leicestershire are run by private companies who 

need to make a profit. Where bus routes close, we need to find 

greener, cleaner, fairer ways to meet people’s needs for a service.  

The Labour Group support the Campaign to Reopen the Ivanhoe 

Line (CRIL) and are pleased that the County Council has now 

backed it financially.  

Successful bids have boosted funds for improvements to major roads 

in Leicestershire, including the A511 and A512. These will open up 

opportunities and make it easier for people to get to well-paid work, 

but only if you can afford or drive a car. 

The Labour Group continues to question the value of HS2 and 

major road schemes when much needed local schemes are 

being side lined. 
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What needs to be better? 

Cuts to bus services and longer routes are making 

buses less convenient. If fewer people use them, 

the bus companies cannot make a profit and this 

leads to more service reductions. 

There have been cuts to transport services for the 

most vulnerable. Adult Social Care Transport has 

been reduced making it more difficult for people 

with disabilities to get to day care. Home to School 

Transport has been cut for Nursery age children 

and for young people age 16-18 with Special 

Educational Needs. 

Cycleways need to separate riders from drivers 

and parents need to be sure that their child can 

walk or cycle to school safely.  

Park and Ride services need to run on Sundays, 

and the last bus back needs to recognise the 

needs of passengers, such as shift workers in the 

NHS.  

Travel Plans need to be realistic and not signpost 

new residents to buses that won’t get them to 

work in a reasonable time. 

Trust us with your vote and Labour Councillors will work to 

make Leicestershire a good place to grow up and grow old in. 

We want to see: 

Creative solutions for public transport so that buses and Park 
and Ride services respond to passenger demand. 

A greater proportion of transport funding to go towards road 
safety schemes and maintenance  of cycle and walkways linking 
all new developments to local services. 

Fully funded transport to education for young people with 

SEN and disabilities. 

Practical public transport options for NHS patients travelling from 

the county to the reconfigured Glenfield and the Leicester Royal 

Infirmary. 



Healthy Lives 
Public Health leads on improving health and wellbeing of the people of 

Leicestershire, this is reported annually.  The responsibilities include, 

health visitors, local area co-ordinators, substance abuse, school nursing 

services and sexual health. 

In July 2018 your Labour Councillors asked the NHS to be clearer in its 

communications regarding its plans to transform hospitals and 

services in Leicestershire. The motion was unanimously supported 

across the County Council.  

The local NHS now report to a Joint Health Scrutiny Committee 

where Cllr Amanda Hack works with our City Labour colleagues 

and across party boundaries to keep you informed about the 

proposed changes to our Hospitals. 

The Coronavirus epidemic has been a huge challenge. Labour are 

supporting the work of the Council’s public health team, working 

together across the political spectrum to manage the virus.   

Despite its great efforts during Covid-19, the Public Health 

department is required to assist the Council with its ever-
reducing budget.  
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What needs to be better? 

Public Health is something we need to invest in 

and has to be long term.  We have seen cuts to 

Sure Starts as well as financial budget reductions 

to addiction support services and homelessness 

support. 

Telling people to take the healthy option isn’t 

enough. You have to make it possible.  

Whilst the overall number of casualties on 

Leicestershire roads have decreased, the number 

of severe or fatal casualties have not reduced.  

Under pressure to cut costs, the Highways 

department has made it more difficult for Parishes 
and residents to get their concerns heard. 

The Conservative Government wasted huge sums 

paying private companies to test and trace for 
Covid-19 with poor results. The County's public 

health teams have the local experience and 

training. They should have been given the 
resources to do the job. 

Trust us with your vote and Labour Councillors will work to 

make Leicestershire a good place to grow up and grow old in. 

We want to see: 

‘Health in All Policies’ become a Council priority. 

Practical public transport options for NHS patients travelling from 

the county to the reconfigured Glenfield and the Leicester Royal 

Infirmary 

Safer routes to school so parents can be sure that their child 

can walk or cycle safely.  Streets made safer with separate lanes 

for cycles and electric scooters where possible.   

More investment in local Public Health teams and better prepara-

tion for future health emergencies. 



Giving Help, Getting On 

Care workers look after the most vulnerable in our society. They are 

often low paid and some are given little support or training in the 

important work they do. 

Working with our UNISON colleagues, your Labour Councillors 

persuaded the County Council to work towards  adopting the 

UNISON Ethical and Residential Charters. 

Most care homes are owned and managed by private sector 

organisations. The cost of owning or renting premises adds to the 

high costs of providing care. 

Your Labour Councillors have persuaded the Council to direct 

capital investment to a Social Care Infrastructure Fund. Labour 

Social Care Lead Cllr Jewel Miah is monitoring progress on this. 

This will help to provide dementia facilities and specialist social 

housing, reducing the Council’s costs while providing better 

accommodation for people in need. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has shown just how much we depend on the 

professionalism and dedication of care workers. 
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What needs to be better? 

During the early months of the Coronavirus 

pandemic elderly people were sent from 

hospitals without being tested for the virus.  

They carried the infection with them and, 

without meaning to, led to a wave of illness and 

deaths in our care homes. 

This unnecessary disaster has finally brought it 

home to the Government that the disconnect 

between hospitals and care homes is dangerous 

and unsustainable.  

There is now some funding to work with care 

homes on infection control. But there is still 

no long term strategy for funding Social Care. 

Labour continue to campaign for a nationally 

integrated Health and Social Care Service. But 

there is much we can do locally in the meantime. 

 

Trust us with your vote and Labour Councillors will work to 

make Leicestershire a kinder place to grow up and grow old 

in. 

We want to see: 

Council and private sector care workers paid a living wage.  

Shared training and a combined career structure for NHS and 

Social Care staff.  

Investment in infection control to allow for safe family visits to 

Care Homes during Covid-19.  

A Care Home Inspection and Rating scheme for Leicestershire 

to drive up local standards. 

More ways to tackle loneliness and carer strain made worse by 

Covid-19. 



Care for Young People 

The County's Children and Young People’s Services work with all 

schools and providers of education in Leicestershire. The County also 

has a responsibility for children and young people who get involved 

with the police or are taken into care.   

Your Labour Councillors support the ambition to increase the 

number of Leicestershire foster parents by 20% to provide a more 

settled home for children  in care. 

Most of Leicestershire’s secondary schools are now run by Multi-

Academy Trusts or are now Academies responsible directly to 

Whitehall. The County Council remains responsible for making sure 

there are enough school places.  

It also receives funding to assist with the education of children who 

have special educational needs and disabilities. It passes this High 

Needs funding on to schools who should use this to ensure all children 

reach their potential.  

Your Labour Councillors support investment in special needs 

education places closer to home and Cllr Sean Sheahan, Labour 

Lead for Children and Families, is monitoring progress. 
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What needs to be better? 

Ten years of Government cuts mean that fewer 

families are able to get early help when they 

need it. More families have been left to flounder. 

More and more children are being taken into 

Care. 

Too many children with autism, ADHD and 

mental health problems are failing in our 

mainstream schools.  

Too many children with special needs are 

travelling out of county to get the education 

they need and the education funding for 

Leicestershire children with High Needs is simply 

not enough.  

The pandemic has widened the educational 

gap. Children whose families lack access to 

computers, quiet space and support at home 

risk being left further behind. 

 

Trust us with your vote and Labour Councillors will work to 

make Leicestershire a good place to grow up in.  

We want to see:  

More investment in early help to give children a secure start 

in life. 

Support for the schools we maintain to become Good or 

Outstanding. 

A compassionate understanding of autism, ADHD and mental 

well-being. 

More young people able to access a full range of A-levels, 

apprenticeships and vocational training, together with effective 

careers advice. 

Strategies to address educational inequality that has been 

worsened by the pandemic. 



Connected Communities 

The County Council is only one of the layers of government in 

Leicestershire.  They should all work together but it doesn’t always 

seem like that. 

Labour Cllr Betty Newton represents the County Council on the Fire 

Authority . Here she is with Labour Police and Crime Commissioner 

Lord Willy Bach, celebrating the coming together of the Police, Fire 

and Ambulance Services in a single shared site in Coalville. 

Your County Labour Councillors work alongside our City Labour 

Colleagues to support the work of the Police, Fire and Health 

Services. 

Cllr Amanda Hack sits on the Joint Health Scrutiny body that is exam-

ining the plans to spend £450m improving the local NHS hospitals. 

The pandemic has shown just how important it is for the differ-

ent authorities to work together. 

We still need a more effective approach to data sharing between 

public bodies to prevent harm improve public services and put citi-

zens in control of their own data. 
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What needs to be better? 

There should be ‘No Wrong Door’ for 

residents contacting the many tiers of local 

government Parish, District, and County 

Council. 

We need stronger partnerships between the 

NHS and Councils in Leicestershire with more 

efficient data sharing to improve local services 

and reduce waste on administration. 

Local people want a greater say on the 

decisions that affect their own community 

such as housing and roads. We cannot allow 

decision making to move further away from 

residents into the hands of those that live 

outside of the local area. 

Local authorities and public services need to 

make better use of council owned buildings, 

sharing office space where possible and allowing 

flexible working for Council employees. 

Trust us with your vote and Labour Councillors will work to 

make Leicestershire a good place to grow up and grow old in. 

We want to see: 

Closer working between the County and the District/Borough 

Councils so there is ‘No Wrong Door’ for residents. 

A can-do attitude to policing  in areas with high crime or fear of 

crime. 

More emphasis on access and transport to services as part of 

the NHS reconfiguration. 

Improved relationships with the Fire Brigades Unions to support 

improvements to the Fire Service. 

Support to help people connect with digital information and 

take control of their own data. 

 



Pride in Leicestershire 
In every community across Leicestershire there are local Labour 
members, activists and Councillors working to promote and preserve 
what makes our towns special. 

The Labour Group supports regeneration projects across the County. 

Cllr Terri Eynon is working with heritage groups on the refurbish-

ment and reopening of Snibston Colliery Park (above). Cllr Sean 

Sheahan is working with community groups on the restoration of the 

Ashby Canal (below). 
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Former Labour Councillor Matthew O’Callaghan put Melton 

Pork Pies on the map.  

Cllr Amanda Hack also sits on Labour-run Braunstone 

Town Council. She worked with her colleagues to save the 

library in Braunstone Town from being replaced by a 

mobile service.   

Trust us with your vote and Labour Councillors will work to 

make Leicestershire a good place to grow up and grow old in. 

Labour are proud of Leicestershire’s great market towns and 

vibrant smaller villages. 

We value our heritage and will celebrate the county’s past as well 

as a path to a greener future.  

We want to see: 

Continued Council support for the existing Community Libraries 

so they can develop as vibrant community hubs for information 

sharing and informal learning. 

More opportunities for local people to be involved in shaping 

the heritage offer in their community. 

More community opportunities for digital learning. 



Picking Up the Bill 

The County Council’s financial position is ‘extremely serious and 

challenging’. It was bad before Covid-19, with a funding gap of 

£39m by 2023/24. It is worse now.  

In March 2020, at the beginning of lockdown, this Council was 

reassured by Government promises that it would ‘do whatever it 

takes’.  

Your Labour Councillors stood alongside Council staff, 

supporting their efforts, and working with them to help deliver 

care to people at most risk from the virus.  

The staff of this Council did ‘whatever it takes’ but the Conservative 

Government has not kept its promises. Allowing for Government 

grants, and despite making cuts of £30m, the County Council is likely 

to be a further £36.3m short in 2024/25.  

That’s another £66.3m of services our staff aren’t going to be 

able to offer the residents of Leicestershire.  
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The current Government has spent ten years 

stripping your County Council of funding. It now 

receives no Revenue Support Grant and relies on 

Council Tax and Business Rates. 

The Conservatives think you won’t mind 

paying 5% more Council tax this year so big 

businesses don’t have to. 

It is time for a Government that will: 

• come up with a Fair Funding strategy for 

Local Government. 

• come up with a funding strategy for 

Social Care. 

• sort out Special Educational Needs Funding.  

• reform their National Planning Policy 

that allows housing developers to 

wriggle out of paying their share of the 

costs of providing local services. 

Trust us with your vote and Labour Councillors will work to 

make Leicestershire a good place to grow up and grow old in. 

We want to see: 

County Highways challenge unsustainable planning 

applications. 

Housing developers expected to fully fund their contribution to 

Highways, Education and Libraries. 

Capital assets invested in specialist social housing that 

reduces the day to day running costs of the Council. 

More young people with SEN and disabilities provided with high 

quality education closer to their home. 
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Printed and Published by  Terri Eynon, 1 

Wyggeston Road, Coalville LE67 3RE on 

behalf of the Leicestershire County 

Council Labour Group. 


